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To the Honorable Judge Amet P. Mehta, 

 

 My name is Matt Menefee, and I am a Senior Manager of Matly Digital Solutions in Louisville, KY and 
have worked as a Graphic Designer and Manager in the Printing, Signs and Apparel Industry for over 20 
years.  Previous to finding this career for myself, I was a Service Member of the United States Army from 
1996 – 1998, when I was injured and Medically Separated.  I am writing on behalf of Jorge Riley. 

 He and I were both stationed at Fort Benning, GA in the summer of 1996 where we went though 
Basic and Infantry Training together.  Infantry Soldiers are a unique breed of character.  Even  more than 
the high physical requirements, a person’s mental endurance and force of will must be more to persevere 
any real world challenge, and from what I have gathered from those I have known to choose this field are 
typically American Citizens who are highly Patriotic and care about their fellow Citizens to be willing to 
sacrifice all to protect and defend our Constitution and the interests of our Countrymen, against all 
enemies, Foreign and Domestic.  The intensity of our Oath is a building block of our brotherhood and the 
development of who we are as Soldiers to take care of each other and our mission. 

 Jorge has always proven himself to me to be reliable and trustworthy, and a strong team member.  
He always wanted to help me and others in any way that he could to help us improve our skills, and allow 
us all to develop and grow as a team.  He consistently showed that he was dedicated in both his 
professional and personal life through the years, in looking out for his community and living a life of service 
to others. In a world that is rapidly becoming selfish and ambivalent to the fortune of living in a country as 
special as the United States, Jorge is a treasure that should be appreciated and not condemned. 

 As for the events of that day in Washington, D.C., we as an American populace are encouraged to 
voice our dissatisfaction with our Government when we feel we are not being heard, and are protected by 
the founding documents to do so.  Many traveled to the Capitol that day to hear the President’s speech and 
make their voices Peacefully and Patriotically heard.  I remember watching the television that day, and 
finding it so odd seeing the Police open up gates, fencing and doors and allowing the Citizens into the 
building.  Some of which were even inside the Capitol well before the President had even finished his 
speech quite a distance away.  I can only imagine how confusing that walk must have been to come up to 
the building and being ushered in with an implied permission to be there by the security present. 

 Jorge’s presence that day more than likely actually kept people from being hurt.  Both in the 
crowd and Police forces.  Knowing him, he deescalated tensions due to his military training as the 
environment became increasingly hostile. 

 On the outside looking in, I like many of my fellow Americans can not understand the heavy weight 
of the Judiciary being applied to so many that were there that day. And since that day, there has been a 
ripple effect on those who wish to show their disapproval to their Government, but wont due to their fear 
of persecution and prosecution.  There is a subtle intimidation happening by those we have entrusted to 
protect us and our Rights. 
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 I have known Jorge for over 27 years.    In many regards he and I are cut from the same cloth with 
how we feel about our Country and what we see we must do to Defend our home so all can share in the 
framework we were meant to enjoy. Jorge is a Protector and I hold him in the utmost respect and consider 
him honorable. 

 I urge you to consider Jorge’s lifelong history of being of service to his Country and fellow Citizens 
and think on how his presence there that day, with his mental and situational awareness, more than likely 
was a source of de-escalation that provided safety and support to those that were working Security.   His 
entire life has gone through so much upheaval due to the politicization of that day and anymore scrutiny of 
this man past this point would only be viewed by someone like me as just kicking a man while he was 
down.  He has paid his penance for any infraction perceived, and any further sentence would be 
unwarranted.  In a time where so many of us in this Country feel abandoned by our Government and Legal 
System, please be a voice of reason, a fellow Keeper of the Oath to our Constitution, and be someone who 
can make us believe in the Institutions again. 

 Thank you for your time in reading this, and I appreciate the pressure you must be under. 

Respectfully, 

Mathew Menefee 

 

 

Louisville, KY 40216 
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 August 25, 2023
Mylinda Mason

Honorable Amet P. Mehta

United States District Judge

Washington, DC 

     My name is Mylinda Mason and I have known Jorge Riley for 

well over 15 years.  We have spent a lot of time together since 

that very /rst meeting. Jorge left a lasting impression on me from 

that very /rst meeting. His love of life people and his willingness 

to jump in and get involved in so many good causes and step up 

to help wherever he can make a di1erence or be of service to his 

fellow man. 

I have witnessed Jorge in many situations over these past years.  

My family and I have hosted Jorge over many weekends and short

trips and dinners. Jorge is a delightful, positive and enthusiastic 

personality. 

He has the wonderful true disposition of a gentleman. He is 

thoughtful and endeavors to always do what is right. I have 

observed his e1orts to use self-control and strength in situations 

of distress.

We have enjoyed business meetings, conventions, dinners, travel 

and holidays and church together along with many others. 

    I will reiterate here the immense respect, devotion and 

fondness of anyone who has had the pleasure to spend time Jorge

at my home.  Jorge leaves a lasting remembrance on all.  Jorge 

goes out of his way to be helpful and serve others. Jorge is by 

nature friendly and outgoing. 
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   Jorge’s character is seen in his honor, his honesty, and his 

reliability; I can always count on Jorge’s word.  I have never 

witnessed Jorge being dishonest or unreliable in his service to our 

groups, our friends nor myself.  Jorge is passionate. He goes all 

the way in his aspirations.  

Jorge certainly would have consequently done anything on 

January 6, 2021, to serve and promote Liberty and Integrity in our

election time. To help our country and sacri/ce for it. I repeat that 

Jorge is a sacri/cial man. A man that thinks and feels deeply.   

This explains our and many others strong relationships, that go 

deep! 

His considerate nature is evident in everyday situations and seen 

in his service to all of us.  I have personally been in need, when 

not doing well and Jorge sacri/ced time, e1ort, comfort and sleep.

Based upon all of this and more, I would never believe Jorge 

would act in crime or breach to the harm of another.  He would 

not gamble on his relationships with his own family and children. 

  Because of Jorge’s love of life, his energy and responsibilities on 

the outside, I believe a prison sentence would be detrimental in 

many ways to his young family and Jorge. I Personally (if I may 

say so) believe a prison sentence is not warranted. I believe my 

thoughtful, kind, generous and passionate friend who loves our 

country was let into the Capitol and was certainly not intending 

any injury. Again, a patriot and a servant need not be imprisoned 

to the determent of his own physical, mental, emotional health 

and well-being, nor that of his family. There is no intent of harm in

voicing one’s opinion and protest against any entity, including our

government o<cials. That is the Citizens’ Right in a Republic. 

Respectfully Submitted 

Mylinda Mason
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Dr. Brid et A. Melson, MFT, Psy.D 

 
 

 
  

 
Date: August 23, 2023 
 
RE: Jorge Riley 
 
Hon. Amet P. Mehta 
United States District Judge 
Washington, DC 
 
  
To the Honorable Amet P. Mehta- 
 
 
My name is Dr. Bridget Melson, and I am a licensed mental health professional, Texas 
councilwoman and currently serve on the CPS Board of Directors. While I am originally 
from California, I now reside in Texas, and I am proud to offer my character reference of 
Jorge Riley to whom I have personally known for over 15 years as a close friend. 
 
During my friendship with Mr. Riley, I have known him to be a dedicated friend--one 
who is appropriately passionate about his family, his heritage, and his fellow American. 
We worked together in political circles, and he was always professional, levelheaded, 
and factual when presenting issues. He and I were often involved working hand in hand 
with various groups, at functions and events and he was always friendly, gracious, and 
kind to all, no matter what side of the aisle one was on.  
 
In addition, Mr. Riley is a person who has always presented himself with 
levelheadedness and grace. His passion for the greater good is strong and inspiring in 
many ways. I personally have learned many lessons from watching his interactions with 
individuals from various ethnic backgrounds, political sides, and belief systems. He is 
giving, well-mannered, and is a man of integrity and strong character. 
 
I have never observed Mr. Riley to be mean spirited, prideful, deceptive, or unkind. 
Quite the opposite. We have spoken many times since this case, and he has always asked 
me to challenge him to be better, take responsibility when necessary, and keep him 
accountable to being the man of character he believes God created him to be. 
 
I know Mr. Riley’s heart as I have witnessed his inspiring passion; and while emotions 
may run high in certain rare situations, if ever a line is crossed, I know he feels regret, 
shame, and disappointment on a deep level. I have always observed Mr. Riley to 
recognize any mistakes or inadequacies, and either seek wise counsel or self-correct, 
when necessary, so as to respect the law and honor those around him. 
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It truly is my sincere pleasure to know Mr. Riley and my entire family will forever 
remain a support and friend to him. 
  
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you should require any further information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Bridget A. Melson, MFT, Psy.D 
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