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Gun Lake Casino Announces Expiration of Management 

Contract with Station Casinos LLC 
 

(Bradley, Mich.) – The Gun Lake Tribe (the “Tribe”) announced today that its contract with Station 

Casinos LLC to manage the Gun Lake Casino (the “Casino”) in Wayland, Michigan expired on 

February 6, 2018.  The contract expired pursuant to federal Indian gaming law which limits the term of 

management contracts to seven years.    

 

“This is a significant milestone because we are taking another step toward complete self-sufficiency as 

a tribal government,” said Scott Sprague, Tribal Chairman.  “We appreciate the relationship with 

Station Casinos as it enabled us to open a professional gaming operation from day one.  We also 

gained valuable knowledge and experience that we will use to continue our success.”         

 

The Tribe diligently prepared to assume casino management responsibility for many years.  A 

comprehensive transition plan had been developed dating back to the 2011 opening of the Casino.  A 

more detailed plan has been implemented over the last few years which focused on operational 

personnel and technology.   

 

A key step in the transition occurred when the Tribe hired Sal Semola as President & Chief Operating 

Officer of Gun Lake Casino.  President Semola has brought over 40 years of experience in the gaming 

and hospitality industry working throughout the United States at numerous successful tribal and 

commercial properties.        
 

President Semola came on board October 2017 to finalize the transition of the Tribe assuming 

operational control by providing a seamless transition in all areas of management of the Casino, and 

working on the master plan.     

 

“It has been a pleasure working with the Gun Lake Tribe on the management of the Gun Lake Casino 

for the last seven years, and we wish them the best of success going forward,” said Richard J. Haskins, 

President of Station Casinos LLC. 

 

In addition to Station Casinos’ management expertise, three individuals from Mt. Pleasant, Michigan 

contributed to the management of the Casino.  Sid Smith, Bart LaBelle and Jim Fabiano were early 

investors in the Casino.  Their support played a key role in the development of the Casino.      



 

The Casino currently has over 1,000 valued team members.  The Tribe has shared over $100 million 

with state and local governments over 14 separate distributions since the Casino opened.    
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About Gun Lake Tribe 

The Match-E-Be-Nash-She-Wish Band of Pottawatomi Indians (Gun Lake Tribe) has a rich history in West Michigan and a 

close connection to the land.  The Bradley Indian Mission, located near Wayland, is the historic residential and cultural 

center point of the tribal community.  The Tribe’s ancestors, and political predecessors, signed treaties with the United 

States government dating back to 1795.  The Tribe was re-affirmed to federal recognition in 1999.  For more information 

about the Tribe visit https://gunlaketribe-nsn.gov/  

  

About Gun Lake Casino 

Gun Lake Casino is located off Exit 61 on U.S. 131, halfway between Grand Rapids and Kalamazoo.  The casino features 

over 2,000 slot machines, 47 table games, a high-limit room, a 225-seat café, and a 300-seat buffet, along with bars, 
lounges, and live entertainment.   

 

Gun Lake Casino is owned and operated by the Gun Lake Tribe.  For more information, visit www.gunlakecasino.com.  
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