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FJi Cherokee Election: Pnnapal Chief and Cherokee Freedman
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; A:..mtc:fcstcd members of the C herokee Nation and as elected officals we wme this demand letter to rais«:,vcry
nouﬂ legal issucs and request specific action of the Bureau of Indian Affirs regarding the election of} our
ppocxpwl chief, the constitutiona] amendment, and the voting rights of the ChLmk::c Freedman. l
3 At!the core of this matter 18 the violation of the Principal Chiefs Aet of 1970. As stated by the BLA, in
; conresr ondence we received thtough the Freedom of Information Act, thc procedutes for election of; the
P?mcqul Chief has ncver beem spproved by the Sccretary, If the Depunnent chooses to approve ticse
}?n:iccdu res at this dme, they will be approving an unconstitutional act which disetiminates Cherokee Freedinan
&om voting by containing the words “by blood”. Chad Smith was not ]xwfully clected as chief on May, 24,
2003 because Cherckee Freedman were not allowed to vote or file for ofﬁcc if they were not Cherokef: by
blood vet the Shawnee and Delaware members are allowed to vote by law: ] :

Eiad the Secretaty approved the election procedures we could possibly have clccuon laws that do not foster'lcw
votb.r eligibility, but foster at least a 30% participation of cotifled members toivote. Chad Smith was elected! by -
oiﬂy 3.81% of our members entitled to vote.  Registration numbers obtain 7/23/03 from our registration
: d,=pa1tn1cnr show 191,032 citizens over age 18, which are entitled to vote The constitutional amendnent
Iimzcd by only 11,214 citizens casting a vote which is a devasuting low p:rc,mt of 5.87%. With an animal
budgct of $335 million the trust responsibility is so enormous that lawrﬁxlly elected officials shoulc% be
rﬂct)gm red for the protection of the Cherokee people.
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2 ' Welaxe prepared to tuke breach of trust action, voting riphts action, and administrative procedures im
: ; becnus( the Freedman and Cherokee citizens have heen denied their right and opportunity to participate m.our
§ g‘i‘mmﬁmt An injunction will be filed today end a press conference is scheduled to follow. i
3 ]
! W[e thuc>t the Departmeat recognize the hold-over officials, chief, deputy, and coundl (as it did m‘the
Seminole case) until the Freedman have their nghts to vote restored and a n]ew election is called. We reglest
Dcpanmcnt appoint a trustee for the Freedman as it did in 1902 to ensure their avil rghts. We rcquesthhc;
! DFpar(rnCﬂt immediately issue a letter not recognizing the amendment to mmove fedexal approval from ur
i canstrogon. I the Department recognizes a new tubal government, then you have recogmized an nnla\.'ful
clcmon and disenfranchiscd the freedman and the citizens of the Cherokee Nauon.

i 'i)

i
i

2

Sfpcexc /@ ’/J{J / p /,

e / / i i
i :»JfZLf/A(ixu.L A ({46‘ ’ «.__ L)é?)é;\’( .

H sﬁnhs b}mdc Deputy Chief (‘Ixc-xokee Nation
St?phamt Wickliffe-Shepherd, Tmha} Council Cherokee Nation

cc: 'Hﬂﬂombfc Gayle Norton ; '
: !‘\con‘ Feep, Esq. ‘ ;
i iU $iSenare Committee on Iﬂdmn Affairs ’
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