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September 30, 2003

Mr, Amold Schwarzenegger
Qak Productions, In¢.

3110 Main Suest, Third Floor
Santa Monica, CA 90405

Dear Mr. Schwarzenegpgar;

As a leading advocate for Native Americans in Congress, I am writing in response to recent misstatements by yon
relating 1o the status of Indian tribes in the state of California and the distribution of Indian gaming revenue, Your
uninformad statements demonatrate a lack of knowledge and respeet for our country’s First Americans.

Indian tribes are not “special interzats,” they are sovereign governments, The U8, Constitution (particularly
Article I, Section 8), federal law, federal court decisions, tresaties, agresments and executive orders recognize that
Indian tribes retain the power of self-government over their lands and their citizens. While we cannot erase the
deptorable history of Indian policy in the United States, current federal policy supports tribal self-government and
the development of reservation economies.

Your ¢lalm that Indfap tribes pay virtnally nothing to the state of California is also false. Through their tribal-
state gaming compacts, which were approved by the Califomia legislature, tribes make anhual payments of more
than $100 million to the state and $30 millior to the non-gaming tribes. These payments help other tribal
governments that do not have gaming operations, and assist loeal communities with costs essociated with iribal

¢ASINos,

Indian gaming ha$ been the mast successful sconomic development tool for many tribes. Tribal governments all
over the country are rebuilding infrastrueture long naglectad by the faderal government and providing increased
levals of serviees to their members, In addition, the California Indian tribes, their more than 43,000 employees
and their vendors pay more than $280 million annually in federal payroll and income taxes, and millions more in
stare income, gales and other taxes,

By unfairly targeting tribes who are making money for the first time gince the United States began jmplementing
policies designed to terminete wribal nations and their cultire, you are doing a great disservice fo this country by
perpemating erroneons belieds about Native Americans among the people of your state, 1 hope that yon will
selucate youtself about the U.8. Constitution and California Indian history and policy, and use that information for
future discussions on American Indians. The Native Amcrican citizens of California deserve no less.

Bingerely,

(Dot € [(Ciston

Dale E. Kildes, M.C.
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