Case 1:03-cv-01711-HHK  Document 69-7  Filed 05/08/2007 Page 20f2

United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY Ty,
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 TAKE PRIDE
" HAMERICA
MAR 2 8 2007
The Honorable Chad Snuth A
Principid Chief, Cherokee Nation -
£.0. Box 948 - )

Tahlequak, Oklahoma 74465-0948
Dear Chief Sraith:
Thenk you for your letter of October 13, 2006, concerning }our posat:on on the need for

- Secretarial spproval of the Chexokee Nation®s copstitutional dmevdment of May 24,2003, 1
zpologize f%:)r i}!a lateness of this response.

De to ongoing concwrns related to the rights of the Freedmen, the Departruent of the [ierior is
studying still the issues in this evolving matter. We are working with the Department of Justice
on the Parm v, Clevokes Naifon case. Until then we wvamt (0 be clegr that: {1) we have not teken
any administrative action on the 2003 constitutional amendment; (2) we believe the Deparment .
must spprove this vonstitutonal amendmuent, bécause of the clear language in Article XV,

Section 10 of the 1975 Copstitution of the Cherokes Natlon; and (3) we have not approved the
recent referandum removing Freedmen rom Cherokee Natxon membership,. We sre evaluating

#l] facers of this case.

Your efforis (0 contimue discussions with the Deparmment on these issues are appreciated.

Sincerely,

Assisiant Secretary - Indien Affairs





