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Mr. David Mackety
2221 1 1/2 Hile Road
Fulton, Michigan 49052

Dear Mr. Hackety:

The Branch of Acknowledgment and Research has completed an initial review for
obvions deficiencies and significant omissions of the Huron Potawatomi Rand’'s
petition for Federa! acknowledgment. The initial review of a petition for
obvious deficiencies and significant omission® is requived by Part 83.9(b) of
Title 25 of the Code of Federal Regulations. The obvious deficiencies letter
is a requirement which 1is provided for in the requlations to insure that a
petitioner 1is not rejected because of technical problems in the petition and
that the group’'s status will be considered on its merits. The latter does
not constitute any evidence that a positive conclusion has been or will be
reached on the petition. or on the portions of it pot discussed in the
letter. Nor does the -fact that a petitioner responds to the obvious
deficiencies review imply in any way that the group meets the seven wmandatory
criteria by simply submitting additional data. The obvious deficiencies
reviev of the petition werely provides the petitioner the onportunity tao
submit additional information or clarification prior to the actual active
consideration perind, at which time the petition will be thoroughiy reviewed
and evaluated to determine whether the group is entitled to be acknowledged
as an indian ftribe.

Our review points out Several areas regarding the social community and
palitical proresses of fhe group that bpeed additional deseription  and
documentation 1in order to evaluate the petition adequately. These areas are
discussed at leng'h in the paragraphs that fellow. We urge vou to wake aevery
effort to ovrovide rhe information reguested below in  as much detail as
possible. n addition, there are reguests for several items of
documentation.

With the requested documentation, the Acknowledgment staff can fully evaluate
the petition wheuw it is placed on active consideration. The staff's research
during active corsideration is for the purpese of verifying and/or
elaborating on an already complete petition. The Acknowledgment staff may be
unable to do the research necessary to fill in gaps in the petition on hehalf
of the petitioner to the extent they have done in the past.

A more detailed description of the current community of the Huron Potawatomi
Band 1is essential. This description should 1include how the group has
maintained social cohesion. Such desceraiption should include discussion of
the following subjects:
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The lines of communication and/or of social interaction that have been
maintained betwean the membars living on the Pine Creak regervation and
those in  Grand Rapids, Battle Creek, WHyoming and other towns in
southwestern Michigan,

Activities or events vwhich tended to bring the membership together such
as  Dpow-wows or othaer agroup soctal activities, A homecoming celebration
is referred to in an Angust 17, 1961, newspaper article. Was this a
reguiar event?

y'/ ,
How memhers who live elsewhere learn of council actions and decisions.
Tf a newsletbter is used, please anbmit representative copies.

As  an example of how social contact is waintained within the group, you

wight want teo descrihe a  typical, recent wedding and/or funeral of a
Huron Potawatomy member. Tf possible nrovide a list of the people who
attended  any  social functions  both  bhefore  and  after the ceremonv or
service.

The petition does not adequately describe the group's past and present
political  procassas. A discussion of the political process should cover the
following:

It 1is important far wus to more cleariv understand the modern—-day

palitical system, To do thig, we wonld like a description of how group
decisions  and  agreements are reached, i.e., heyond the formal mechanisans
of voting in the council. What kinds of formal or informal politicai
divisions exint within the band? Please describe what political

funetions  are  exercised by the council. leaders or by other processes,
e€.d., how are disputes within the group resolved and community resources
allocaragy

More complete  examples of the leadership of the chiefs from Cush-ee-was, who
died in 1836, throuah Sawmnel Mandoka. who died ip 1934, that is. how these
Teaders waintained poalitical influence or authority over group members, What

were  consideraed  the typical political  activities of the Chief? ¥hat
sanctions, if amy, couwld these leaders atilize to maintain political
control? Vhat influence did the community have on its laaders, aud how Aid

memhers demonstrate their political support?

How the political systewm of tha group functioned between the death of
Samuel Mandoka in 1934 and the organization of the current government in
1970, If there was a consensus form nf government during this period,
describe how  this community consensus was achieved. Were there informal
leaders  or influential figures? Were community wneetings held to disciss
the claims cases or other questions? Fxamples of any issues that vere
resolved by the community at large during this era would bhe helpful,

Reference has been made to two factions within the group. Please
describe these factions, their composition and history, and issues over
which the factions have been or are in disagreement. The description
should inclunde how the factions present the issues with which thov are in
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Pisagreenent . For example, are disputes presented to the council or to
the leaders? Are  these dispntes discussed in council meetings or
privately? VWhat process is followed to resolve the isasnes?

b description of Huron Potawatoni church activities would he helpful. From
the newspaper clippings it appears that the lacal Methodist chureh was an
important focal point of the comminity ., There are geveral references to
identified group leaders plaving Yey roles in church activities. Far
example, there s a June 12, y901, reference tn Chief Pamptopes preaching at
loral gervices; & May 21, 1925, reference to Stephen Pamptopee and Samuel
Handoka serving on the church building committee: a July 23, 1925, reference
tn  Mandoka as the chairman of the camp meeting committee; and a September 1,
1948, reference to Alhert Hackaty serving on the sare committee. How were
the church activities of these leaders related to their political influence
nvar  the group? Md the various Hethodist camp meetings, revivalsg, and
church socials serve the purpose of bringing the memhership together and/or
otherwise provide a mechanism for maintaining trihal relationships? For
«xample did the wvarioms church meetings, such as the "Potawatoms quarterly
weeting"  veferenced in A June 1R, 1906, newapaper articie, szrve ag a forum
for tribal political issues as well as church business? RAs part of this
discussion unciude a description of the wost recent cawp neeting indicating
how many Huron Patawatomi memhers attended, what role the group may have had
as  organizers. leaders or attendecs, and if non-Tndians attended, how many
and what role they had.

=

@re are several specific items that we would lLike:

1. A resolution or motion from the governing bady indicating the exact
name hy which the group wants ta be known if the qroup is acknowledged.
The greup has used Huron Potawatomi  BRand, Nottavwasepni Band of Huron
Potawatomis, and Nottawazeppi-Huron Potavatomi vhan referring to
themselves,

. A copy of the National HReqgister nomination of the Pine Creek
Reservation.

3. A copy of the minutes of the meeting when the undated "Constitution
of the Nottawiseppi Huron Band of Peotawatomi' was adonted by tha group.

4. A copy of the group’s incorporation papers.

.0 A list of  all  tribal committess with the names of current and past
memhers of the committees.

6. Any former 1lists of members that may exist. A copy of the list of
members, undated but notarized October %, 1978, prepared by Lieona Bush,
Enrollwent Clerk, and signed by David Mackety, Tribal Chairman, was
submitted with the petition. The petition mentions that a list of
members prepared around September 8, 1979, may exiat. TIf such a list
eXists please provide a copy.
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The membership roll aubmitted with the petition is dated July 1, 1986. There
are a total of 234 wembers listed (not counting the one wember listed as
deceased on the rall). We suggest that the group keep its membership list
current by recording new bivths and deaths which will take place in the
interim between July 1, 1986, and the date when the group's petition is
placed on active consideration. When the group is notified that the petition
is bheing placed on active conasideration, a supplemental Jist should be
submitted to he attached to vyour 1list of July 1, 1986. This list should
rnclude those additions to the membership, such as newborn infants, who are
considerad to be wembers and those individuals who were inadvertantly omitted
from the July 1, 1986, list. The supplemental tist should alsn note thase
wembers  on  the July 1, 1986, list who are deceased. If recognized, the list
of members submitted for acknnvwledament purposes will become the group's base
rol}  for Rureauv purnnses and, as such, will be hinding on the gqroup for some
time to come, except for minor norrpcﬂfons. :

Once  the Branch of Acknowledgment and Research has received the requested
materials, the staff will review the materials in arder to determine whether
the waterials subwitted geufficiently vrespond to the obvieus deficiency
letter, The Acknowledgment staff will be in touch with you by telephone to
discuss  the information reaqnested abhove. They will he happy to ansvwer any
question you may have at that time. Should additional data he needed or
questions avise in the future as a resnlt of on-going research during active
consideration, we reserve the right to request thig information. Should you
have any questions reqgarding this letter and the information that has been
requested, please do not hesitate to contact the Acknowladgment staff at
{202)  343-3568. or write RBurcan of Tndian Affairs, Branrh of Acknowledguwent
and Research., Hail Stop 32-S7hK, 18th and ¢ Streets, N.W_, ¥ashington, D.C.
20240,

Sincerely,

tHazel £ Flbert

Deputy to the Asgistant Scceretary -
Tudian Affairg (Tribal Servicas)

cor Senatnr Carl Levin
Michinan Commigion on Tnéian Affairs
Hichigan Tndian Legal Services
Minneapolis Area Director
Superintendent, Michigan RAgency

cc: Surnamé:Chron:400:440R¥: 440R:
HoTdup:BDThobpson:msb:10/1/87 tHP-0D
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