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Federsl Register / Vol. 7. No. 214

/ Thursday. November 4, 1982 / Notices

‘Desth Valley Timb-Sha Shoshone
-Band of Calitornia; of Final - - -
Determination for Federal
Acknowiedgment
Ociober & 1982 -

. This notice is published in the
exercise of authority delegated by the -
Secretary of the Interior 1o the Assistant

. Secretary-Indian Affairs by 200 DM &.

. Pursuant to 25 CFR 83.9(h) {formerly
54.9(h}] notice is bereby given that the
Assistant Secretary ackncwledges that
the Death Valley Timbi-Sha Shoshone
Band. c/o Mrs. Madeline Esteves, P.O.
Box.108. Death Valley, Californis 92328,
exisis as an Indisn tribe. This notice is

“based on s determination that the group
satisfies al] of the criteria set forth in 25
CFR 83.7 (formerly 54.7). ~ IR

The modern Death Valley Timbi-Sha

Shoshbne Band 1s the successor and .
direct descendant of Panamint Shoshone
groups which inhabited Death Valley
and surrounding areas at the time of
earliest white contac! in 1849. Members
of the group have continuously o
inhalbited the area from earliest contact
until the prespnt The original groups.

“which wfr?lﬁatoricaﬂy linked.
Feduelly combined into one beginning
around 1820, coming to center on a
settlement at Purnace Creek. : ,
- The group has functioned as o

times. Traditional leaders survived am -
“fate as the 1840's. A formal council was
.c€reated in 1937, with Bureau assistance.
‘and wase dealt with as the group's -

! representative until 1049. Spokesmen for 4, State of Callfornia. No other

¢ the group existed and have been dealt

(- with by the Pederal Government from i

, the early 1960's on. There is continuous

revidence of informal but effective |

= political processes which are consistent
with the traditiona! culture.

The group was considered to be under
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BLA)
jurisdiction and was provided services
from as early as 1906 until 1956.
although considered non-ward Indians

- in the 1930's. Allotments were provided

some members and a reservation was
created from the land belonging to one
part of the group. The BIA
unsuccessfully soyght to create a
reservation for the rest of the group in
the 1930's. The group was determined
eligible to orgalnize as 8 community of
-half-blood Indians under the Indien
Reorganization Act in 1977. .
Virtually all of the 199 members of the
group can conclusively establish their
ancestry as Shoshone Indian from the -
Death Valley area. No evidence was
found that the members of the band are
members of any other Indian Lribes or
-that the tribe or its members have been
terminated or forbidden the Federal
relationship by an act of Congrress. -
- Notice of proposed findings that the °
( Timbi-Sha Shoshone exist as an Indian
tribe were published on page 10912 of -
the Federal Registar on March 12, 1882,
. Interested parties were given 120 days
-in which to submit factual or legal
-arguments to rebut evidence used to
- support the findings that the Death
Valley Timbi-Sha Shoshone Band exists

‘political unit since eartiest historical - *%,17 Indias tribe. '

The 120-day comment period ended
July 12, 1882. A letter supporting the -
proposed finding was received from the
Office of the American Indian = -
Coordinator of the Governor's Office of

oomments were received. .
The determinstion is final and will
" become effective 80 days from the date
- of publication. unless the Secretary of
. the Interior requests the determination
be recansidered pursuaat 1o 25 CFR

! The Timbi-Sha have retained a '83.10 (formerly 5410).

. considerable degree of cultural © - - Kenooth Snith, - - o
* distinction from surrounding non-Indian Assistant Sec dion Affaire.
. populations and are considered it relary—indion Affairs.

; Telstively conservative in comparison
i with ized Indian groups in the

. m,mr distinction is maintained
-~ with neighboring Indian groups. which

- reoognize it as a distinct Indian group.
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